NOTICE OF TEN-
TATIVE DECISI«™
TO APPROVE

'BEFORE THE DIVI-

SION OF OIL, GAS

' AND MINING

DEPARTMENT OF

. NATURAL
RESOURCES STATE

~ OFUTAH

IN THE MATTER OF
TENTATIVE DECISION
TO APPROVE ' A
REVISED LARGE MIN-
ING AND RECLAMA-
TION PLAN FOR SF
PHOSPHATES LIMIT-
ED COMPANY’S TAIL-
INGS DISPOSAL AREA
AT THEIR VERNAL
PHOSPHATE  MINE,
UINTAH  COUNTY,
UTAH. :

THE STATE OF
UTAH TO ALL OPERA-
TORS, TAKERS OF
PRODUCTION, MIN-
ERAL AND ROYALTY
OWNERS, AND PAR-
TICULARLY ALL PER-
SONS INTERESTED IN
SECTIONS 31 AND 32,

TOWNSHIP 2 SOUTH,

RANGE 22 EAST; SEC-
TION 36, TOWNSHIP 2
SOUTH, RANGE 21
EAST; 'SECTION |,
‘TOWNSHIP 3, SOUTH,
RANGE 21 EAST, AND
SECTIONS 5 & 6,
TOWNSHIP 3 SOUTH,

RANGE 22 " East,
SLBM, UINTAH COUN-
TYUTAR, =

‘Notice is hereby given i

- by the Division of Oil,

Gas and Mining of its ten-

tative decision to approve
the revised Large Mining
Operations Notice of |

Intention for SF

Phosphates Limited
Company’s  Tailings

Disposal Area at their

Vernal Phosphate Mine. i
Revised mining activities

will affect the following
area: Portions of Sections
31 & 32, Township 2
South, Range 22 East,
Section 36, Township 2
South, Range 21 East,
Section 1, Township 3
South, Range 21 East,
Sections 5 & 6,
Township 3 South, Range
22 East, SLBM, Uintah |
~County, Utah,, - - - |
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PROOF OF PUBLICATION

STATE OF UTAH,
} 58.

County of Uintah

I, JODY A. SMUIN,

being duly sworn, depose and say, that I
am the Business Manager of The Vernal
Express, a weekly newspaper of general
circulation, published each week at Vernal,
Utah, that the notice attached hereto was
published in said newspaper

for 1 publications,

the first publication having been made on
the 19th day of December, 2001 and the
last on the 19th day of December, 2001,

that

said notice was published in the regular
and entire issue of every number of the
paper during the period and times of
publication, and the same was published in
the newspaper proper and not in a

supplement.

By%@k@

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this
19th day of December A.D. 2001.

) 'Manager

.......

JACK R. WALLIS
NOTARY PUBLIC
% STATE OF UTAH
5/ My Comm. Expires Jun. 18, 2005
= P0. Box 1000, 54 N, Vemal Ave.
Vemal, UT 84078

SFE Phosphates Limited
Company has submitted a
revised permit applica-
tion to expand their exist-
ing tailings disposal area.
The operator will employ

 the following mining and

reclamation techniques
on approximately 202.2
acres of private land and
23.8 acres of federal land.
This acreage is in addi-

. tion to a 365 acre tailings

disposal area which was
previously permitted and
approved.
During Operations:
Tailings material will
continue to be placed into
the expanded impound-
ment area until the mine
reserves have  been
exhausted. The existing
tailings dam will be
enlarged and raised in
stages or lifts using estab-
lished impoundment con-
struction techniques, ulti-
mately affecting an addi-
tional 226 acres of land.
Because the impounded
process waters will inun-
date the majority of the
tailings area, concurrent
reclamation activities will
be limitcd. Some recla-
mation of the tailings dis-
posal area is being
planned where practical
during operations. Test
plots will be established
to gain experience with
direct revegetation of the
tailing surface, and to
determine the optimum
mix of amendments for
the final reclamation.
After Operations:
Vegetation in the form
of a nurse crop will be
established as the dewa-
tering of the tails pro-

~ ceeds. Two to three years

after the nurse crop seed-
ing is completed, heavy
equipment can be used to
regrade the surface, till in
the nurse crop and apply
the final seed mix with
appropriate amounts of
fertilizer or mulch.

The person represent-
ing the company is Mr,
Chris' McCourt; Phone
(435) 789-2944, SF
Phosphates Limited
Company is fulfilling
obligations under the
Utah  Mined Land
Reclamation Act of
1975, Utah Code Ann.
40-8-18.

Any person or agency
aggrieved by this tenta-
tive decision to issue
approval  is  hereby
requested to submit writ-
ten protest within thirty
(30) day of the date of
publication to Mary Ann
Wright, Associate
Director. of Mining,
Division of Qil, Gas and
Mining, 1594 West North
Temple, Suite 1210, Box
145801, Salt Lake City,
Utah 84114-580, setting
forth factual reasons for
the complaint. If not
responsive written
protests are received by
the Division within 30
days after the last date of
publication, the tentative
decision of the Division
will be final.

Dated this 17 day of
December, 2001.

STATE OF UTAH
DIVISION OF OIL, GAS
AND MINING

Lowell ~P. Braxton
Director.

Published in the Vernal
Express Dec. 19, 2001.



